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SWIMMING POOL COLLAGE WORKSHOP

Using easily found materials, this activity is
suitable for children of all ages. Some adult
supervision is preferable.

David Hockney (b.1937) is a British artist known
for his colourful works filled with light. In the
1960s and 1970s, while living in California in the
USA, he sometimes painted swimming pools.
He captured them from different angles, mainly
looking down on them and made squiggly
coloured patterns where the light fell.

INSTRUCTIONS

1) Based on Hockney’s ideas, you are going to make
your own collage of a swimming pool. Decide what
shape your pool will be, will you see just the pool or
some of the areas around it? Will you include a
figure, trees in the background or a diving board?
Using a pencil, lightly draw the shape of your pool on
the paper or card.

2) Select the materials you will use — a variety will make
it interesting. Cut and tear random curving shapes to
fit into the pool. For soft edges, tear your paper. For
hard edges, cut your shapes with scissors. Use
darker blue in the part of the pool that’s further away
and lighter blue in the part that’s closest.

3) Glue your pieces on to your swimming pool collage,
add a diving board, trees or a person swimming and
leave it to dry.

4) If you want to, using felt tips, add some more
squiggly lines on the pool and colour in around the
edge of the pool.

5) Display your collage proudly!
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